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specific techniques and tools such as repetition, 

scaffolding, and graphic organizers to ensure 

comprehension the material. The course will 

challenge students to see lives from a point of view 

other than their own. Students will work on the 

strands of the English Curriculum framework to 

develop effective study skills, enrich their 

vocabulary, ask probing questions, develop research 

skills, learn and apply literary terms and improve 

their reading and writing. 

 

Major texts are selected from the following: 

Macbeth, The House on Mango Street, Oedipus Rex, 

Antigone, Siddhartha, and Kite Runner.  Students 

will also read selected short stories.   

 

As writers students will work to develop an 

individual style and voice in the areas of narrative, 

expository, and descriptive prose as well as poetry. 

Through the use of materials that are appropriate for 

students' skill levels and at a pace that allows for the 

use of multiple approaches, students will work on the 

strands of the English Curriculum Framework to 

develop effective study skills, enrich their 

vocabulary, and address critical thinking and writing 

skills tested by the MCAS exam.  The instructor will 

emphasize the use of graphic organizers and outlines, 

and will work with students drafting essays, showing 

them how to maximize the quality of their work.   

 

 

Upon completion of this course, the student will be 

able to 

 

 work with elements of fiction to move from 

literal to interpretive levels of meaning 

 write analytical essays on the literature discussed 

using appropriate conventions, including writing 

in the present tense, introductory thesis 

statement, reasoning supporting evidence, topic 

development, and conclusion 

 support assertions in writing and discussion with 

specific references to the text 

 use the ideas and characters of several books to 

formulate one extended essay in support of a 

thesis statement 

 organize and structure paragraphs to ensure that      

form complements content and purpose 

 generate, organize and present ideas in several 

       different essay forms 

 engage in a writing process that includes 

multiple drafts, as well as teacher and peer 

review 

 analyze and use a variety of sentence structures 

and patterns 

 

 recognize and use standard grammar and writing 

conventions 

 apply punctuation appropriately 

 

JUNIOR COURSES 

 

American Literature (CP and Honors) is required 

of all juniors, except those enrolled in AP 

Language and Composition. 

 

AP Language and Composition   

Advanced Placement 

(1662) All Year    6 credits 

 

Open to juniors eligible for Honors standing and who 

have the recommendation of their current English 

teacher. 

 

This course assumes that the student is already a 

sophisticated writer with a clear sense of the 

conventions of English grammar and syntax.  Its aim  

is to engage the student in becoming a skilled reader 

of prose (mostly American non-fiction) and in 

becoming a skilled writer who composes for a variety 

of purposes (mostly rhetorical analysis,   

argumentation, and synthesis). Class discussions 

focus on the idea of created truth, model-dependent 

reality, part-pattern-meaning, and the relationship 

between rhetorical purpose and rhetorical strategies. 

In the process of studying how effective essays are 

written by others, students become more effective in 

writing their own essays. The student is expected to 

take the AP exam in May. 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, the 

student will be able to 

 

 analyze prose written in a variety of periods, 

disciplines, and rhetorical contexts 

 recognize the main idea and purpose of a work, 

reasoning and evidence, focusing on structure  

 identify devices that control tone and structure 

and show how they serve rhetorical purposes 

 compose in different modes and for different 

purposes, while maintaining a clear sense of 

individual style and voice 

 observe and analyze the words, patterns, and 

structures that create subtle effects of language 

 describe/explain/analyze an author‘s tone, 

attitude, assumptions and point of view 

 write a documented essay that incorporates 

primary and secondary sources 

 understand how to approach AP multiple choice 

questions 
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 write AP rhetorical analysis essays 

 write AP argument analysis essays 

 write effective AP arguments 

 write AP synthesis essays 

 

 

Summer Assignment: 

 

Incoming juniors who have signed up to take 

Advanced Placement Language and Composition 

are required to read the following texts prior to 

starting classes in the fall. 

 

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

How to Write a Sentence and How to Read One by 

Stanley Fish 

 

Students should be prepared to complete an assigned 

task that will be posted before the summer.  

 

 

 

As indicated earlier, all other juniors are required 

to take American Lit Honors or CP and one other 

junior course.  

 
Film as Art (Honors or CP) 

Mythology and the Epic (Honors or CP)  

Poetry Workshop (Honors or CP)  

War through a Literary Lens (Honors or CP)  

 

American Literature 

Semester      3 credits 

(1411) Honors  

(1440) College Prep  

 

Required of all juniors except those enrolled in AP. 

This course suggests that American literature is 

steeped in its own traditions, yet inextricably linked 

to the mythic patterns of all cultures and times, 

particularly with respect to the American Dream and 

the forces that betray it.  The course examines the 

grail of freedom, equality and self-fulfillment in a 

world that is not so much defined by final goals as by 

change and process. American literature insists that 

the dream can be realized nonetheless, but warns that 

rarely does it take the form originally intended. 

Central to the course is the examination of the 

individual‘s relationship to the society.   Readings are 

selected from the following:  Walden, The Great 

Gatsby, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, The 

Crucible,  Death of A Salesman, The Scarlet Letter, 

Their Eyes Were Watching God, One Flew Over the 

Cuckoo’s Nest, A Streetcar Named Desire, The 

Things They Carried as well as selected poetry and 

short stories. 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, students 

will be able to 

 

 define and analyze the American Dream 

 identify what is fundamentally ―American‖ about 

the literature they read 

 analyze the evolution of the American ―dream‖ 

and articulate an individual definition of essential 

American ―myths‖ 

 identify a sense of the development of American 

literature and be familiar with some of its most 

enduring characters and themes 

 identify some of the complex forces which shape 

American society and begin to see how the 

individual can make a difference in determining 

what direction the future takes 

 analyze the relationship between freedom and 

responsibility, individual and society, power and 

control 

 define the importance of values, the beauty of 

differences, and the need for common goals 

 write analytical essays involving close textual 

analysis of point of view, tone, imagery, and 

purpose 

 

 

American Literature 

College Prep 

(1439)All Year     6 credits 

Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation only 

 

This class will focus on the concept of the American 

Dream, and will introduce students to some of the 

classic pieces of American poetry, short stories, and 

novels. Students will continue to develop both 

reading and writing skills in the course, and will also 

have the opportunity for self-expression through 

journaling, open-response, and creative writing.  

 

Major texts include: Feed, The Crucible, The Great 

Gatsby, The Things They Carried. 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, students 

will be able to 

 

 identify what is fundamentally ―American‖ about 

the literature they read 

 analyze the evolution of the American ―dream‖ 

and articulate an individual definition of essential 

American ―myths‖ 

 identify a sense of the development of American 

literature and be familiar with some of its most 

enduring characters and themes 
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 identify some of the complex forces which shape 

American society and begin to see how the 

individual can make a difference in determining 

what direction the future takes 

 analyze the relationship between freedom and 

responsibility, individual and society, power and 

control 

 define the importance of values, the beauty of 

differences, and the need for common goals 

 write analytical essays involving close textual 

analysis of point of view, tone, imagery, and 

purpose 

 

 

 

Poetry Workshop 

Semester      3 credits 

(1491) Honors 

(1460) College Prep  

 

Open to juniors and as an additional English class 

for seniors or juniors, see page 41 for course 

numbers. 

 

The course is designed for juniors (or any senior as 

an additional English class) who have a serious 

interest in "experimenting" and "experiencing" the 

reading and writing of poetry. Students will read a 

wide variety of poetry from traditional and 

contemporary poets in order to observe the array of 

styles and forms available to the writer. Students will 

compose original poems in open and closed forms.  

 

Time will be devoted to providing each writer with 

feedback through peer, teacher and class critiques.  

 

All students are required to read additional books of 

poetry outside of class and compose analytical essays 

that focus on poetic style and technique. For Honors 

credit students must read additional works. Honors 

students will be required to compose work that is 

lengthier, more complex in structure and more 

sophisticated in form. Students will also be required 

to participate in a public performance of their work in 

addition to a final exam. Students will be encouraged 

to attend local poetry readings and events.  

 

Upon successful completion of this course, the 

student will be able to 

 

 understand the aesthetics of a poem 

 identify a poet‘s message, and analyze how the 

use of major poetic devices develop the message 

 write analytical essay on the work of published 

poets 

 practice the writing process – brainstorming, 

drafting, conferencing, revising, and editing – 

creating several multi-draft poems 

 write a series of poems in free verse and 

patterned structures using the figurative, sound, 

and rhythmic tools of poetry 

 read his or her work to an audience 

 create a portfolio of his or her work 

 

 

Film as Art 

Semester      3 credits 

(1481) Honors 

(1420) College Prep 

 

Open to juniors and as an additional English class 

for seniors or juniors, see page 41 for course 

numbers. 

 

Most people watch movies as a form of 

entertainment, escape, or vicarious experience, but 

this course will teach students how to see and 

understand the films they watch in a more 

sophisticated, insightful way.  Similar to literature, 

most films tell stories that can be analyzed for 

imagery, foreshadowing, metaphor, symbolism, and 

theme—but films have the distinct advantage of 

bringing the actual sights to viewers‘ eyes and sounds 

to their ears. Directors can tell a story in a variety of 

different ways using a variety of different film 

devices, but the question is: why does this director 

tell this particular story in this particular way with 

these particular choices?   Students will learn that 

directors, like authors, make thoughtful, intentional 

decisions in how they choose to bring their stories to 

film.  With a strong emphasis on analysis, the course 

helps students become insightful viewers and precise 

 writers.  In this course, students will watch, discuss, 

and analyze both classical and contemporary films 

and will  

 

Honors students will be required to view additional 

films outside of class, write longer and more detailed 

essays, respond to additional questions on tests and 

quizzes, and study additional vocabulary words 

throughout the course. 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, the 

student will be able to 

 

 identify the basic shot types, fundamental camera 

and subject motions, and analyze how and why 

they are used 

 identify classical and continuity editing 

techniques and shot joining devices, analyzing 

how they affect the rhythm and meaning of a 
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scene or sequence 

 analyze how the elements of sound -- the spoken 

word, sound effects, and music – complement 

the visual images 

 identify and analyze the narrative techniques and 

conventions used in filmmaking 

 identify and analyze the "mise en scene" 

elements at work in a shot or scene 

 write precise shot descriptions that accurately 

translate a shot into words 

 identify and analyze the plot function and 

audience manipulation function of a scene 

 write analytical /interpretive essays on film 

 

 

Mythology and the Epic      

Semester      3 credits 

(1401) Honors 

(1540) College Prep 

Offered to juniors and as an additional English 

class for seniors or juniors, see page 41 for course 

numbers. 

 

Who am I? Where did I come from? Where am I 

going? These are the basic questions examined in the 

course of Mythology. Through literature and selected 

other resources, students will seek to discover the 

archetypal patterns of myth, with particular emphasis 

on the mythic hero‘s journey and the structure of the 

quest. Students will explore the role of the 

imagination as it relates to man‘s basic quest for 

identity, harmony and a more perfect world. As they 

seek to understand the hero‘s quest, students will 

attempt to make sense of their own lives and life‘s 

journey. 

 

 

Major texts for the course will be selected from the 

following: The Odyssey, Sir Gawain and the Green 

Knight, Till We Have Faces, The Once and Future 

King, Gilgamesh, Tristan and Iseult, Man the Myth 

Maker, The Star Wars Trilogy and selected poetry. 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, the 

student will be able to: 

 

 identify, analyze and understand archetypes in 

literature with an emphasis on the hero‘s quest  

 demonstrate proficiency in literary and poetic 

analysis and apply knowledge of literary terms 

 use one's writing skills as a means of articulating 

the mythic dimensions of his or her own life, as 

well as analyzing literature 

 identify and evaluate values expressed by 

cultures through their myths  

 demonstrate competence in identifying themes 

and symbols in myth 

 

 

War through a Literary Lens    

Semester      3 credits 

(1391)  Honors  

(1450) College Prep 

Offered to juniors and seniors and as an 

additional English class for seniors or juniors, see 

page 41 for course numbers. 

 

This course offers students the opportunity to read 

about and analyze war from a variety of perspectives 

that span both time and geography. Whether the work 

is about World War I Germany or Viet Nam, students 

will seek to understand the universal traits that drive 

cultures and individuals to war, as well as the 

consequences of war on both the men and women 

who fight and those who stay at home. Students will 

also explore the ways that they can try to create a 

more peaceful and tolerant world. Sources will 

include novels, short stories, poetry, non-fiction, and 

films.  

 

Major texts will be chosen from the following:  All 

Quiet on the Western Front,  A Farewell to Arms, 

Night, Dawn, Arms and the Man, War: An Anthology, 

All My Sons, Maus I & II, If I Die in a Combat Zone, 

The Things They Carried, Hiroshima, Red Badge of 

Courage, and selected poetry, short stories, and   

films. 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, the 

student will be able to 

 

 explore the concept of war from both a literary 

and a sociological point of view 

 evaluate the role of the individual in a variety of 

conflicts from ancient times to present day 

 explore his/her own personal ideas and 

perspectives regarding war and peace through a 

process involving the creation of a personal 

manifesto on war and peace (a long-term writing 

project) 

 

SENIOR COURSES 

 

Seniors not taking AP Literature and 

Composition must take one semester of 

Contemporary Literature and sign up for one 

other 12
th

 grade English course. 
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Add on English electives are listed after the Senior 

Course section under the title “Electives.”  

 

AP English Literature and Composition  

Advanced Placement 

(1712) All Year    6 credits 

Open to seniors eligible for Honors standing. 

 

There are few easy answers in life or literature. AP 

offers students the opportunity to grapple with 

fundamental questions about the nature of existence, 

the role of the individual in society, the nature of 

morality, the complexity of identity, the elusiveness 

of truth, and the construct of time.   The essential 

question—What are the forces that threaten to 

paralyze us, and how can we work to overcome 

them—will form the foundation for the course. 

Students will read challenging literature by such 

authors as Conrad, Joyce, Morrison, Faulkner, 

O‘Brien, Melville, Delillo, Cunningham, Kingsolver, 

Lahiri, Ishiguro, Irving, Shakespeare, Wilde, and 

Woolf, among others, and will demonstrate a 

command of the content principally through their 

writing, but also through varied forms of assessment. 

The AP English course is a rigorous, college level 

course that encourages the critical examination of 

ideas, not only as they appear in the works studied, 

but also as they apply to students' own lives. Students 

will work with five genres: novels, drama, poetry, 

short fiction, and essays—and students are 

encouraged to formulate their own questions as a 

means of exploring more deeply the complexity of 

human thought and existence. Students will respond 

in the form of literary journals, essays, class 

presentations, dramatic presentations, and class 

discussion, which is central to the course. Students 

will work toward becoming independent makers of 

meaning.  All AP students are required to take the 

AP exam in May. 

 

Major texts include: Hamlet, Twelfth Night, The Rape 

of Lucrece, Mrs. Dalloway, Heart of Darkness, 

Beloved,  In the Lake of the Woods, Let the Great 

World Spin, The Importance of Being Ernest, A 

Prayer for Owen Meany, Never Let Me Go, The 

Namesake, Dubliners, Falling Man. 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, the 

student will be able to 

 

 identify the literary techniques that contribute to 

the meaning  of a work 

 move from literal to inferential meaning through 

the language of a work 

 define the style of a work 

 understand how the structure of a work serves its 

content 

 analyze sophisticated and complex poetry,  

fiction and drama 

 write analytical essays in response to literature 

 participate in discussions of literature in a 

college seminar environment 

 answer the multiple choice questions from the 

AP Exam 

 write the three types of essays on the AP Exam 

 write literary research papers using primary and 

secondary sources,  revising and editing drafts 

 think critically about and respond to literature 

using a social networking forum 

 write with precise language 

 write creatively and imaginatively 

 identify and understand the context of a piece of 

literature 

 identify and understand the author‘s tone 

 compare and contrast pieces of literature 

 identify and understand literary devices and 

strategies 

 successfully present a memorized scene from 

Shakespeare and/or other dramatic literature 

 identify and use different types of critical 

approaches in literary analysis 

 

Summer Assignment: 
Students must read How to Read Literature Like a 

Professor by Thomas C. Foster and one book from 

each of the following categories: 

 

Classic Literature: 

The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway 

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 

Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte 

 

Contemporary Literature: 

Disgrace: A Novel by J.M. Coetzee 

House of Sand and Fog by Andre Dubus III 

The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver 

 

 

Contemporary Literature (Required of all 

students not enrolled in AP Literature) 

 

Semester      3 credits 

(1611) Honors  

(1580) College Prep   

 

In this course, students will read literature dealing 

with current social issues that affect us all. The role 

of women, the nature of prejudice, the effects of war, 

the future of our planet, and the delightful complexity 

of human relationships are among the topics 

examined. With each text, students will forge real-life 
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connections among their own lives, the characters‘ 

experiences and those of people in contemporary 

society. Reading and discussing these texts will help 

students recognize their responsibility to address 

these and other issues, and encourage empathy with 

those who confront these and similar challenges. 

 

Major texts for the course include: House of Sand 

and Fog, In the Lake of the Woods, Snow Falling on 

Cedars, Like Water for Chocolate, Never Let Me Go, 

Doubt, Yellow Raft on Blue Water, Let the Great 

World Spin, selected short stories, selected poems, 

and selected non-fiction. 

 

Upon successful completion of the course, students 

will be able to 

 

 define the attributes of significant characters 

from the literature 

 determine from the characters and issues 

presented in the texts the significant issues 

prevalent in contemporary society 

 identify the author‘s perspective on the 

issues implicitly or explicitly presented in 

the text 

 identify and understand the significance of 

the literary conventions evident in the text  

 write effective analytical essays 

 

Honors students will be required to write more 

sophisticated essays, respond to additional questions 

on tests and quizzes, and read additional texts. 

 

 

Contemporary Literature 

All Year      6 credits 

(1579) College Prep 

Prerequisite:  Teacher Recommendation required 

 

This course combines both writing and contemporary 

literature from all genres in an all year course. 

Students will sharpen their writing skills and will 

read some of today‘s finest literature dealing with 

social issues that affect us all.  The journey of the 

individual, the relationship between the individual 

and the society, and the formation of identify are 

among the themes to be examined. Students will have 

ample opportunity to respond to the literature that 

they read, and discussion of the texts will give 

students a chance to recognize their role in 

addressing issues that humans face and to develop 

empathy for those who live with them every day. 

 

Texts for the course include:  All Souls by Michael 

Patrick Macdonald, Another Night in Suck City by 

Nick Flynn, selected short stories, poetry and works 

of non-fiction. 

Upon successful completion of this course, students 

will be able to 

 

(Writing Skills) 

 respond to literature from a personal perspective 

 analyze short fiction and longer fiction  

 determine the author‘s intent 

 establish an authentic, persuasive voice in 

writing  

 write a descriptive piece that clearly depicts a 

person or place and conveys a particular mood or 

dominant impression 

 write in a variety of genres, including memoir, 

essay, and poetry 

 create a portfolio of revised works 

 present his or her work orally to an audience 

 write a paper based on research 

 

(Reading Skills) 

 define the attributes of significant characters 

from the literature 

 determine from the characters and issues 

presented in the books the issues which prevail 

within our contemporary society 

 identify and define issues and themes in 

literature 

 identify the author‘s stance on the issues 

expressed in the work of literature 

 understand the effect of literary conventions 

discussed 

 write both analytical and creative essays  

write a research paper using at least two sources 

(during the course) maintain a reading journal 

which responds to the issues raised by the book 

 

Writing and Non-Fiction 

Semester      3 credits 

(1601) Honors 

(1590) College Prep 

 

As an additional English class for seniors, see page 

41 for course number. 

 

In Senior Writing and Non-Fiction  students will 

explore the craft of nonfiction writing while 

developing their own writing skills.  Students will 

read a variety of articles, essays, memoirs, and 

nonfiction books in order to examine the ways that 

writers question and draw conclusions about 

themselves and the world around them.  The 

nonfiction sources discussed in class will serve as 

springboards to writing explorations about life and 

the ways in which students see and understand the 

world.  A general goal of the course is for students to 
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develop an authentic voice and a facility in writing.  

Students will be expected to plan, revise, and rewrite 

in the class.  Major texts include: Into the Wild, 

Geography of Bliss, Outliers, In Cold Blood, and 

articles from major publications such as The New 

York Times and The New Yorker. 

 

Honors students will be required to write longer and 

more detailed essays, respond to additional questions 

on tests and quizzes, and read additional texts. 

 

Upon successful completion of the course, students 

will be able to 

 

 analyze the arguments of a variety of 

nonfiction writers 

 write with an authentic, persuasive voice 

 write a persuasive, analytical essay 

 write a memoir 

 write a research paper 

 write creative pieces  

 present their work orally to an audience 

 share work with peers for feedback 

 

English Literature 

Semester      3 credits 

(1741) Honors  

(1720) College Prep 

 

Starting with early medieval literature and ending in 

the twentieth century, students will trace a few of the 

major themes of the English Literary tradition 

through various centuries.  Students will read, 

respond to, and analyze some of the greatest 

masterpieces from the vast English literary tradition 

with a primary focus on famous novels, poetry, and 

dramas.  Students will study famous English authors 

as well as the social, historical, philosophical, and 

political contexts of the literature.  This course offers 

students the opportunity to become familiar with our 

common cultural and literary past as students will be 

encouraged to draw parallels and connections from 

the English literature studied to American literature, 

beliefs, and values, both old and new. 

 

Literature for the course includes: Beowulf, selections 

from The Canterbury Tales,  Gulliver's Travels, Pride 

and Prejudice, Frankenstein, Hard Times, The 

Importance of Being Earnest, Brave New World, 

1984 and Grendel.  Students may also read additional 

English poems, short stories, and non-fiction. 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, students 

will be able to 

 

 identify some major English writers and their 

works 

 analyze the contexts that influenced the writers 

and their works and times 

 identify and trace the development of some of 

the major themes of English literature, and 

connect those themes to our own American 

history, literature, beliefs and values 

 demonstrate proficiency in both creative and 

formal writing assignments 

 integrate clear textual support to support thesis-

based arguments 

 appreciate different literary forms, with emphasis 

on the novel, poetry, drama, and essay 

 

Honors students will be required to complete 

additional assignments and answer additional 

questions on assessments and be held to a higher 

grading standard throughout the course. 

 

 

Electives 

Not all electives are offered to every grade; please 

note the grade level requirements and number of 

credits under each course. Seniors are given priority 

if a class becomes oversubscribed, and some 

electives may not run because they are 

undersubscribed. 

 

The elective classes listed below are classes that 

students may select in addition to their required 

English classes.  

 

For further information on any of the courses listed 

below as an elective, please refer to previously stated 

course descriptions.  

 

When selecting one of these courses as an add-on 

elective, please use the designated course numbers 

to register for your courses. Students may NOT 

repeat a course that they have previously taken 

for credit.   

      
Contemporary Lit   H (702) CP (703)(Srs.) 

English Literature   H (704) CP (705)(Srs.) 

Film as Art   H (712) CP (713)  (Jrs. or Srs). 

Introduction to Filmmaking H (718) CP (719)  (Jrs. or Srs.) 

Poetry Workshop   H (710) CP (711) (Jrs. or Srs.) 

Mythology & the Epic  H (714) CP (715) (Jrs. or Srs.) 

Writing & Non-Fiction  H (706) CP (707) (Srs.) 

War Through a Literary Lens H (716) CP (717) (Jrs. or Srs.) 
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Journalism I 

College Prep 

(1730) All Year    3 credits 

Open to all grades 

 

The emphasis of Journalism is production more than 

instruction.  The course is set up to allow students an 

opportunity to write news and feature articles, as well 

as editorials, with the objective of producing at least 

five editions of a newspaper for the school 

community. In the process, students will learn layout, 

design, editing and news writing skills. 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, students 

will be able to 

 

 develop his or her individual voice and writing 

skills 

 distinguish between objective reporting and 

editorializing 

 serve to develop a greater sense of school 

community and spirit 

 analyze the power and responsibility of the 

media 

 demonstrate a respect for fair and ethical 

journalism 

 publish the school newspaper, The Focus 

 

Advanced Poetry Workshop 

Fall Semester     3 credits  

(1470) College Prep 

(1501) Honors 

Open to seniors only 

Prerequisite:   Poetry Workshop 

 

Siddhartha teaches us that we can never step in the 

same river twice; so it is with a poem. Students who 

elect Advanced Poetry Workshop return to the study 

of poetry with a deeper awareness of the art and a 

more complete understanding of the nature of poetry. 

So equipped, these students are challenged to explore 

traditional forms such as the sonnet, villanelle, and 

sestina as the means to hone their own contemporary 

and unique voices.  

Upon successful completion of this course, students 

will be able to 

 

 critically analyze both traditional and 

contemporary poetry 

 oversee the creation of a class book 

 complete a Favorite Poem project  

 write in a variety of poetic forms  

 practice the process of revision in a sophisticated 

manner 

Public Speaking 

College Prep 

(1750) Semester   1 1/2 credits 

Open to all grades 

 

This course is designed to teach students to 

communicate more effectively and with greater ease 

and comfort.  Through a series of exercises and 

presentations, students learn how to identify their 

audience, structure an outline, write a speech, prepare 

and use note cards or visual aids and, finally, deliver 

a speech.  After students have been instructed how to 

organize and write a speech, students will need to 

prepare their speeches outside of class. 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, the 

student will be able to 

 

 identify the particulars of communication (what 

we say and how we say it) and non-verbal 

communication (how we say what we don‘t say 

through body language) 

 identify the process involved in creating, writing, 

and delivering an effective speech 

 demonstrate the specific criteria involved in 

speeches that inform, speeches that persuade, and 

speeches that entertain 

 gain experience by delivering at least five 

speeches—speeches that teach, amuse, appeal, 

inspire, introduce, dedicate, appreciate, or 

analyze. 

 

 

SAT Subject Test: Literature 

 

 

The Dover-Sherborn High School English 

Department believes that students who have shown a 

facility for analyzing literature should be prepared for 

the SAT Subject Test in Literature. We recommend 

that such students take the exam after having taken 

courses focusing on the study of novels, poetry, short 

stories, and drama. The College Board recommends 

as preparation: 

 

 3–4 years of literary study at the college-

preparatory level 

 Close, critical reading in English and 

American literature from a variety of 

historical periods and genres 

 Reading of complete novels and plays not 

just excerpts 

 Independent, critical reading of poetry, 

prose and drama 
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Students having taken American Literature may wish 

to take the test after that one semester course, either 

in January or June of their junior year; students 

taking AP English Language and Composition may 

wish to take the exam in June of the Junior year or in 

the Fall – October, November, or December of their 

senior year. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


